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Diane Kroll- Washington 
Could you share some examples of the work you have been doing based 
on your inspiration from Reggio Emilia, Italy? 
 
We have Reggio Network (King County, Seattle inside) that is 4 years old.  
There are 50 -100 people who participate.  This network is in the Seattle area 
and we meet 1x a month.  We give Narea discounts at events and 
information for people to join Narea. 
1x a year we have a conference “A Day of Dialogue” 100-120 attend and we 
pull people from all over the area.  Next date for the conference will be 
March 24, 2012 
 What do you perceive as challenges in the membership coordinator 
role? 
 How to have influence when you have no authority with the programs or 
participants.  All the programs are so spread out and we are all so busy.  
Hard to gather people as well as meet the needs of old and new in the work.  
Some people have a baseline knowledge and others are new to the work, we 
struggle in building meaningful dialogue between these places.  Met two 
people at the summer conference June 2011 and none of us knew of each 
other and we live and work in the same area.  
 
Do you know of any active networks or study groups in your area that 
are inspired by the values/ideas of the early childhood programs of 
Reggio Emilia? 
   
Close relations with Portland in dialogue with Opal School. In dialogue with 
Bellingham Western Universtiy, Eileen Hughes,  people from eastern 
Washington come to our conferences.  Over the years we have connected to 
Vancouver B.C. One dream we have had is to have a network on the I5 
corridor which would include Vancouver, BC Washington and Portland. We 
would like to organize a group to Reggio Emilia in the future. Active in our 
network 6-10 programs. Not aware of other groups. Know of  University  
Child Development School, Seattle. 
 
How might NAREA help the group continue or grow its efforts? 
Would like to send this question out to the larger group. 
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Lucy Chaille- Oregon 
Could you share some examples of the work you have been doing based 
on your inspiration from Reggio Emilia, Italy? 
 
 Lucy is Director and owner of Creative Children Center, roots in social  
constructivist approach.  Been to Reggio 6 times. There is a Reggio 
Inspiration Network established in Oregon (RIN) 300 members and is 
inspired by Washington and Diane Kroll.  Lucy and Diane are connected 
thru statewide work.  This network has had 3 conferences in collaboration 
with Portland State Mentor School .They are now in collaboration with Judy 
Graves in anticipation of the exhibit and the Portland Collaborative.   
 
Do you know of any active networks or study groups in your area that 
are inspired by the values/ideas of the early childhood programs of 
Reggio Emilia? 
 
 Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland Collaborative, Judy Graves 
 
What do you perceive as challenges in the membership coordinator 
role?  
 Communication between membership and colleagues is not happening to 
my satisfaction.  No sense of how to recruit what are we recruiting for and 
do not feel I have a relationship with Narea.  I have stronger relationships 
with Amelia Gambetti and Lella Gandini than my American Colleagues.  
Tried and then stopped.   Feel isolated.  There is a separation between doing 
the work, Narea and Reggio Emilia, Italy. 
 
Do not understand how things are structured in Narea, how decisions are 
made.  Relationships are key pedagogy of listening and it seems like 
accidentally walls have been made.   Challenge is to have encouragement, a 
sense of dialogue and ownership.  How do you contribute to support the 
Narea organization? You can read the website how do I support the 
organization handing out pamphlets? 
Who does Narea communicate with besides the website, reports etc that kind 
of communication? 
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How might NAREA help the group continue or grow its efforts? 
 
Create more economical way to participate provide more incentives. 
Consider the membership to be lowered to $40 for basic. Think to change 
renewal in July near the beginning of school easier to remember. I think it 
would facilitate parents and students to join more often.  Also to have a book 
incentive when you join coming from Reggio Emilia like they do at 
NAEYC. High quality book a member could use in their work. 
 
For Narea to become aware of the disconnect and the lack of relationship 
building beginning with coordinators and supporting the communication in 
each state as to what is going on in the work. 
Create a conference 1x a year , ½ day networking to meet people and open 
opportunities. Connect each state to create more relationships with Narea. 
Weekend retreat for all Narea members. Or Narea could plan a Get to know 
you Day.  Narea currently emphasizes certain places instead of states  or 
regions.  Focus on regional networks that exist all over.   Bring  people 
together nationally with the idea we can learn from each other pedagogy of 
listening to our differences/uniqueness and their richness.  Share our stories. 
 How do we involve parents in this work? 
 
 
Julie Jones Branch  
Nebraska 
 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is opening a new Early Childhood 
Institution focused on research and practice along with an EDUCARE in our 
community.   
 
We have had study groups at the lab school at UNL and surrounding early 
childhood centers who use documentation.  We are proposing to hold a 
similar event either this Spring or next in the Omaha area to connect with 
Reggio-inspired programs.   
 
I am beginning a study group with area early childhood providers (Southeast 
Nebraska) involved with our state-funded preschool programs.  I anticipate 
this group meeting every month.  I anticipate the influence of Reggio Emilia 
to be part of this study group.  
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These are a few of the additional things I can think of going on in Nebraska.  
  
Could you share some examples of the work you have been doing based 
on your inspiration from Reggio Emilia, Italy?   What do you perceive 
as challenges in the membership coordinator role? 
 I think perceived challenge might be how to connect to existing 
members and recruiting new members.   
 
 Do you know of any active networks or study groups in your area that 
are inspired by the values/ideas of the early childhood programs of 
Reggio Emilia?  
 There are a couple of such networks in the area.  One has been on-
going in the Omaha community and led by Carolyn Edwards.  The other is 
newly formed (again, led by Carolyn).  I am not an active member in either 
group, but am just beginning to get involved with them. 
 
Are you involved in any of them?-   yes, Just beginning 
Do you know if they started?  
I believe they started with a small group of teachers/directors in the area who 
wanted to know more and began working with Carolyn. 
 
What is its format? They meet in person. 
How often does it meet? I believe they meet every other month. 
How many people are involved: Six to ten in each group. 
How might NAREA help the group continue or grow its efforts?-If 
no:Do you know who the contact person might be?  Carolyn might be a 
better person to ask this question. 
 
Shareen Abramson- Fresno California 
There were no answers by phone or email from Shareen. 
 


