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I met Lilian Katz about twenty years ago and, during that time, I have seen her dedicating great energy to keeping the profession of teaching on its toes. She has been tireless in giving educators a sense of purpose by inviting us to look at ourselves realistically and with a sense of humor, and to look at children with deep respect for their intelligence.

Lilian has always been a great supporter and a fair critic of the work done in the schools of Reggio Emilia. In 1990, she wrote an article, which was published in Young Children, along with an article by Rebecca New that introduced the Reggio program to American educators. In 1991, Lilian suggested that Pia Hinkle, a journalist for Newsweek, visit the Reggio early childhood program, in her search for the best schools in the world for the article that would be published in Newsweek that year. In 1996, she wrote an article with Sylvia Chard, specifically analyzing the contribution of documentation (as done in the preschools of Reggio Emilia ) to the quality of early education.  

While organizing vast amounts of material in preparation for writing about the history of the Reggio approach in North America and, particularly about the presence of Loris Malaguzzi in the United States, I found a letter that I would like to read, in part, this evening. It is a letter that Loris Malaguzzi wrote to Lilian Katz in August 1993. After Lilian received the letter, she sent to me with the request that I translate it from Italian into English. Not long after that, in February 1994, Loris Malaguzzi died.

Albinea    

August 1, 1993

Dear Lilian,

Pretending to be on vacation, I write to you. First, to tell you my gratitude for the continuous attention and interest you have for our work and for the reflections that accompany it… 

We are going through difficult times and I think that the signs of crises are visible in other parts of the world… 

Here, we trust in the formation of a new organization (Reggio Children) to gather more resources and with a different strategy.  It is a necessary strategy to put order in our way of working, reach more concrete results, construct more solid relationships with institutions from foreign countries that, above all, turn to us. This, way we would be able to construct a stronger network of friendships…

With regard to the United States, what we look forward to (and I know it is not easy) is friendship, accompanied by an organized form of solidarity, with plans of action more coordinated and efficient…

We know that there are several interested friends and institutions, and it would be good to have a project that connects together autonomous institutions and people, all in the United States, through a diversified program of initiatives having in common, a thread of friendship toward Reggio. It would be important not to exclude anyone and everyone should participate. 

We count on your help and counsel.

Forgive me if I do not know your language. Here, right now, nobody can help me. But

I do not need help to send you a warm embrace and my gratitude.

Loris Malaguzzi
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